PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Candidate  ? 
MAR  2  1928 
f  i>mg  Dept. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS  ; 
BOX  4,  PRINCETON,  N.  J.  • 


PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


February  27,  J928 


Rev.  Lindsay  S.  B.  Hadley, 

Candidate  Secretary, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  Hew  Xork,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Mr.  Hadley 

I  have  been  interested  in  recommending  certain 
students  of  Princeton  Seminary  for  service  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Canada  during  the  summer.  In  doing 

so,  I  find  that  the  impression  has  been  made  upon  some  of 
the  students  that  you  are  inclined  to  look  with  disfavor 
upon  entrance  into  such  work  by  candidates  for  appointment 
to  the  foreign  field  under  our  Board.  It  would  hardly 

seem  natural  that  this  impression  should  be  correct,  since 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  as  you  are  no  doubt  aware, 
has  the  same  Standards  as  has  our  own  Church.  But  in  order 
that  I  might  set  the  minds  of  these  students  at  ease,  I 
should  be  grateful  if  you  would  inform  me  What  your  attitude 
in  the  matter  is. 

'! 

Since  the  students  are  just  now  engaged  in  making 
definite  plans  for  summer  work,  I  should  appreciate  the  favor 
of  an  early  reply. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Candidate 


MAR  2  1928 

Filing  Dept. 

March  1,  1528 


Rev.  J.  Gresham  "achen,  D.D., 
Box  4,  Princoton,  JTew  Jersey 

Ky  dear  Dr.  Kachen: 


Tour  letter  has  .lust  come  and  I  think  icy 
attitude  as  to  the  Church  in  Canada  has  somehow  Been  misinterpreted. 
The  only  instances  in  which  I  have  discussed  the  matter  have  Been 
when  I  was  seeking  to  find  out  just  what  the  qualities  of  cooperation 
on  the  part  of  the  candidate  were. 

In  our  Blank,  authorized  By  the  General  Assembly, 
the  question  is  asked:-  "Does  your  experience  justify  the  Belief 
that  you  can  cheerfully  accept  and  s-upport  the  decision  of  a 
majority,  even  if  the  decision  is  contrary  to  your  own  opinions? 
Farmonious  teamwork  is  indispensable. "  In  the  case  in  point, 
this  question  was  answered  with  a  reservation,  and  I  sought  to  go 
into  all  of  the  candidate's  experiences  which  would  throw  any  light 
upon  his  ability  to  work  happily  in  cooperation  with  the  other  folks 
on  the  field. 


The  question  was  not  at  all  theological.  But 
practically  dealing  with  the  question  of  team  work.  1  am  sure  the 
fact  that  the  candidate  had  worked  with  the  Continuing  Church  in 
Canada  would  as  such  have  no  Bearing  upon  his  appointment  under 
our  Board. 

I  load  hoped  to  meet  you  when  at  Princeton  last 
tin®  and  callSu  at  your  room  with  one  or  two  of  the  students.  But 
you  were  out. 

I  appreciate  your  writing  frankly  about  the  matter, 
and  hope  that  this  lettor  will  clear  up  the  sitiation. 

Very  cordially  yours , 


LSBF: 10 


Candidate  Secretary 


Candidate 


RECEIVED 


MAR  9  1928 

Riing  Dept 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


MAR  7  1927 


PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


March  7 ,  1928 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS 
BOX  A  e  PRINCETON,  N.  J, 


Rev.  Lindsay  S.  B.  Hadley, 

Candidate  Secretary, 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y. 

My  dear  Mr.  Hadley: 

Please  let  me  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  1st 
in  reply  to  mine  of  February  27th. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  the  fact  that  a  candidate  has 
worked  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  would  have  no 
bearing  against  his  appointment  to  the  foreign  field  under  our 
Board.  But  the  language  in  which  this  assurance  is  given  in¬ 
creases  rather  than  diminishes  the  perplexity  which  prompted  ray 
former  letter. 

You  say:  "I  am  sure  the  fact  that  the  candidate  bad 
worked  with  the  Continuing  Church  in  Canada  would  as  such  have 
no  bearing  upon  his  appointment  under  our  Board.11 

The  words  "as  such"  in  this  sentence,  when  taken  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  preceding  paragraph,  seem  clearly  to  mean  that 
although  the  mere  connection  of  a  candidate  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church° in  Canada  would  not  be  looked  upon  with  disfavor  by  you 
or  by  our  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  yet  agreement  on  the  part  of 
the  candidate  with  the  decision  to  which  that  Church  owes  its 
present  existence  —  the  decision  of  a  minority  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  and  a  minority 
among  the  congregations  in  that  Church  not  co  relinguisn  the 
Westminster  Standards  and  enter  into  the  United  Church  wouli- 
be  looked  upon  with  disfavor.  The  meaning  of  your  letter  seems 
to  be  that  that  willingness  to  "accept  and  support^  the  decision 
of  a  majority"  which  you  insist  that  a  candidate  shall  profess 
includes  a  willingness  to  accept  and  support  the  decision  of  a 
majority  regarding  measures  like  the  abandonment  of  the  Westmin¬ 
ster  Standards  and  entrance  into  the  United  Church  by  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  Canadian  General  Assembly  in  192o. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  whether  this  understanding  of 
your  letter  is  correct? 


Very  sincerely  yours 


Candidate  • 


/ 

A 


MAR  9  1928 

Filing  Dept. 


I.'arch  8,  1S28 


Rev.  J.  Gresham  I'achen,  D.D. , 
Box  4,  Princeton,  Hew  Jersey 

Ey  dear  Dr.  ,'achen* 


Your  letter  of  Warch  7th  has  oust  come, 
and  I  assure  you  the  words  "as  such"  have  no  such  interpretation 
as  you  have  suggested. 

As  I  said,  the  fact  that  the  candidate  had 
worked  in  the  Continuing  Church  in  Canada  would  haw e  no  bearing 
upon  his  appointment  under  our  Board  save  as  furnishing  further 
opportunity  to  kndw  the  general  qualifications  of  the  candidate, 
which  such  an  experience  would  offer  in  the  same  way  that  a  preaching 
experience  in  this  country  would  provide. 

I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  blank  with 
which  you  are,  of  course,  familiar,  but  I  would  call  your  attention 
to  the” particular  qo»st ion  which  I  presume  gave  rise  to  the 
statement  to  which  you  referred  in  your  letter  of  February  27th. 

The  question  in  point  is  Ho.  17,  on  the  second  pare  of  the  blank, 
and  you  will  notice  that  the  word  used  is  "opinions".  Yhis 
question,  as  I  understand  it,  lias  nothing  to  do  with  a  man's 
convictions,  which  naturally  we,  who  are  interested  in  Christian 
work,  would  expect  a  man  to  hold  to  firmly  throughout.  Such 
statements,  however,  would  come  on  page  3  under  "Religious 
Experience",  which,  as  you  will  see  are  very  definite. 

Consequently,  as  I  said  before,  the  only 
question  that  came  up  so  far  as  I  recall,  was  the  question  of 
temperament  and  ability  to  work  in  fullest  harmony  with  people 
in  the  small  group  which  is  usually  found  in  a  mission  station, 
and  did  not  involve  such  questions  as  the  '.Yes  trains  ter  Standards, 
on  which  points  the  candidate  was  perfectly  clear. 

I  can  easily  understand  how  wuch  inf  or- at  ion 
coning  in  a  roundabout  way,  would  be  easily  confused  and  mis¬ 
represented,  and  I  trust  that  this  letter  will  make  clasr  to  you 
the  answer  to  your  question  of  February  27th,  and  if  not,  let  me 
assure  you  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  give  you  any  further  informa¬ 
tion  which  you  may  desire. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

fiSBRs 10 


Candidate  hocretary 


Xbcbvv£u 

7 


APR  - 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


% 

-- 

J.  GRESHAM  MACHEN 


POST  OPF1CE  ADDRESS 
BOX  4,  PRINCETON,  N,  J. 


April  7th,  1928. 


Rev.  Aindsay  8.  B.  Hadley, 

Candidate  Secretary, 

The  Board  of  foreign  Missions 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 

156  Pifth  Avenue,  Hew  York  City. 

My  dear  Mr.  Hadley: 

Please  let  me  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  8th. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  your  letter  of  March  1st  is  not  to  be 
interpreted  as  meaning  that  you  regard  question  Ho.  17  in  your 
Application  Porm  as  requiring  a  candidate  to  subject  his  doc¬ 
trinal  convictions  to  majority  vote. 

At  the  same  time,  my  perplexity  is  by  no  means  al¬ 
together  removed. 

In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  think  that  the  distinct¬ 
ion  between  "convictions"  and  "opinions"  can  be  easily  drawn. 

The  man  who  holds  a  certain  view  is  always  inclined  to  regard 
that  view  as  a  "conviction";  the  man  who  does  not  share  it  is 
inclined  to  regard  it  as  an  "opinion."  I  do  not  see,  there¬ 
fore,  how  any  Christian  man  -  certainly  how  any  Protestant  - 
can  possibly  answer  Question  Ho.  17  without  qualification  in 
the  affirmative,  as  your  letter  of  March  8th  apparently  re¬ 
quires  that  a  candidate  should  do.  My  view  about  this  mat¬ 

ter  seems  clearly  to  be  supported  by  Chapter  I  Section  iv.  of 
the  "Form  of  Bovernment",  where  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
word  "opinion"  and  not  the  word  "conviction"  is  used: 

'Lnd  that  no  opinion  can  be  either  more 
pernicious  or  more  absurd,  than  that 
which  brings  truth  and  falsehood  upon 
a  level,  and  represents  it  as  of  no  con¬ 
sequence  what  a  man's  opinions  are"  ( italics 
mine ) . 

In  the  second  place.  Section  IV  of  the  form  does  not 
seem  to  me  at  all  to  safeguard  the  candidate's  right  to  main¬ 
tain  his  convictions  as  to  the  truth  and  as  to  the  necessity  of 
the  Confession  of  Paith  of  our  Church.  That  section,  far  from 
being  very  definite  ,  seems  to  me  to  be  exceedingly  vague.  And 
one  question  in  it  might  even  be  interpreted  as  being  hostile, 
rather  than  favorable,  to  the  maintenance  by  the  candidate  of 
his  convictions  as  to  the  faith  of  our  Church.  I  refer  to  the 
Question  3:  "Have  you  any  views  which  might  prevent  your  har¬ 
monious  cooperation  with  the  missionaries  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church?"  I  do  not  see  how  any  member  of  the  evangelical  party 
in  our  Church  could  possibly  answer  that  question  with  an  un¬ 
qualified  affirmative.  nearly  thirteen  hundred  Presbyterian 
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ministers  have  signed  a  document  commonly  called  the  Auburn 
Affirmation,  which  declares  that  the  virgin  birth  and  bodily 
ressurection  of  our  Lord,  together  with  three  other  basic  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  common  faith  of  Christendom,  are  non-essential 
even  for  the  ministry  in  our  Church.  Is  there  any  assurance 
that  such  a  point  of  view  may  not  be  represented  on  the  mis¬ 
sion  field?  ouch  assurance  would  hardly  3eem  to  be  very 
plain,  since  among  the  fourteen  ministerial  members  of  the 
Board  of  .foreign  Missions  itself  there  are  no  less  than  four 
signers  of  the  Affirmation.  And  if  such  a  point  of  view  should 
be  represented  on  the  mission  field,  how  could  a  candidate  of 
consistently  evangelical  views  possibly  say  that  he  has  not  any 
views  which  might  prevent  his  harmonious  cooperation  with  themission- 
aries  of  the  Presbyterian  Church?  Would  not  a  man  of 

evangelical  convictions  be  obliged  to  qualify  his  answer? 

Would  he  not  be  obliged  to  say:  "I  have  no  views  which  might 
prevent  my  harmonious  cooperation  with  the  missionaries  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  provi ded  those  missionaries  hold  to  the 
truth  of  the  Bible  and  to  the  confession  of  Faith  of  our  Church." 

In  the  third  place,  the  emphasis  which,  as  interpreted 
by  your  letters,  the  Application  form  seems  to  place  upon  a 
candidate's  willingness  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  a  majority 
at  the  expense  of  clear-cut  devotion  to  the  Reformed  Faith,  is 
confirmed  by  the  Candidate  Reference  Blank  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  number  of  times  from  the  Board  when  information  is 
requested  regarding  prospective  missionaries. 

That  reference  blank  includes  among  commendable  quali¬ 
ties  about  whose  possession  by  the  candidate  information  is  de¬ 
sired,  such  things  as  "tolerance  of  point  of  view  of  others", 

"desire  to  progress  in  spiritual  truth",  "sanity"  (explained  as 
"absence  of  tendency  to  extreme  views").  Clearly  a  high  mark 
with  regard  to  these  qualities  is  treated  as  being  in  the  candi¬ 
date's  favor.  Uo  doubt  there  is  a  sense  in  which  these  questions 
can  be  answered  in  the  affirmative  even  in  the  case  of  a  man  who 
is  most  clearly  determined  to  be  loyal  to  Christ  and  to  be  separ¬ 
ate  from  the  unbelieving  world.  But  the  trouble  is  that  there 
are  no  other  questions  in  this  blank  to  determine  whether  the 
candidate  is  resolved  not  to  tolerate  the  point  of  view  of  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  gospel  of  Christ  and  whether  he  himself 
is  clear  in  his  understanding  of  the  great  issue  between  natural¬ 
ism  and  supernaturalism,  evangelical  religion  and  non-doctrinal 
religion,  which  now  faces  the  world.  There  is,  moreover,  not 
one  word  to  determine  the  candidate's  intellectual  attainments 
as  over  against  his  intellectual  capacity;  there  is  not  one  word 
to  determine  his  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  gospel.  Is 
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not  such  a  questionnaire,  because  of  the  choice  of  leading  ques¬ 
tions,  in  the  interests  of  a  tendency  which  might  well  be  re¬ 
garded  as  hostile  to  any  clear  upholding  of  the  gospel  of  the 
Cross  as  the  only  way  of  salavation?  Certainly  if  it  is  not 
to  be  used  in  the  interests  of  such  a  tendency,  the  impress¬ 
ion  made  upon  candidates  by  their  interviews  with  the  repres¬ 
entatives  of  the  noard  will  have  to  be  different  from  what  it 
has  been  during  the  past  few  years. 

In  the  fourth  place,  I  am  still  not  clear  about  the 
meaning  of  your  letter  of  March  8th.  I  rejoice  in  your  assur¬ 
ance  as  to  what  it  does  not  mean,  but  I  still  do  not  understand 
what  it  does  mean.  I  still  do  not  see  how,  if  your  conversa¬ 
tion  with  the  candidate  was  similar,  in  content,  to  that  letter, 
the  candidate  could  have  helped  drawing  the  conclusion  that 
failure  to  acquiesce  in  a  church  union  movement  like  that  in¬ 
volved  in  the  formation  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada  would 
be  looked  upon  with  disfavor  by  our  Board.  The  Criticism 
which  has  been  widely  expressed  against  the  minority  in  the 
Canadian  General  Assembly  of  1925  which  declined  to  enter  the 
United  Church  is  exactly  the  criticism  which  seems  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  your  attitude  toward  a  negative  or  qualified  answer  to 
Question  17  of  your  Form.  It  is  that  the  persons  who  made  such 
a  decision  failed  to  "play  the  game"  by  abiding  by  the  principle 
of  majority  rule.  That  criticism  has  indeed  always  seemed  to  me 
to  be  unaccountable;  I  have  never  been  able  to  understand  how 
persons  who  really  hold  to  the  Reformed  Faith  -  the  faith  for 
which  our  fathers  oled  and  died  -  could  be  expected  to  put  aside 
that  Faith  (by  entrance  into  the  United  Church)  as  though  they 
were  merely  changing  a  suit  of  clothes.  But  unaccountable  though 
the  criticism  is,  the  fact  remains  that  it  is  very  widespread 
indeed.  And  in  view  of  its  prevalence  I  do  hot  see  how  a 
candidate  could  have  helped  drawing  from  expressions  like  those 
in  your  letter  of  March  8th  to  me  any  conclusion  other  than  that 
agreement  with  a  decision  like  that  of  the  Canadian  minority 
against  Church  Union  would  be  looked  upon  with  disfavor  by  our 
Board.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  this  conclusion  is  not  correct. 

But  it  does  seem  to  me  to  have  been  very  natural.  And  I  am  still 
not  clear  as  to  what  yiur  letter  did  actually  mean. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


April  13,  1928 


APR  18  1928 
Filing  D«pt. 


Hev.  J.  Gresham  rachen,  D.D.; 
Sox  4,  Princeton,  K.J. 

2Jy  dear's?.  Kao hen: 


fhank  you  for  your  letter  of  April  7th. 

I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  ray  letter  is  not  more  plain. 

I  do  not  see  any  way  of  improving  it  unless  by  the  opportunity 
of  talking  with  you  sometime  when  I  an  at  Princeton,  or  when 
you  are  hero  in  T?ew  Torfc,  which  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to  do. 

I  shall  bring  your  observations  on  the 
application  blank  to  the  Committee,  as  they  are  always  glad  of 
suggestions  which  will  clarify  the  matter  and  make  simpler  the 
task  of  ascertaining  whether  the  candidate  is  fitted  in  every 
way  to  bo  an  ambassador  of  Christ  in  a  foreign  land. 

Appreciating  your  careful  consideration 

of  the  blank,  I  am. 


Very  cordially  yours. 


LSBuj 10 


Candidate  Secretary 


Candidate 

MAR  1 8  1929 

Filing  Dept. 


J^CEIVED 


Rev.  I.indsay  S.E. Hadley, 

Tlie  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  Hew  York  City. 

My  dear  Mr.  Iladley: 

At  the  close  of  an  extended  corr es oondenc e,  em¬ 
bracing  my  letters  to  you  of  February  27,  1928,  March  7  and  April 
7,  and  your  letters  to  me  of  March  1,  March  8  and  April  13,  you 
wrote  to  me,  under  date  pf  April  13,  1928,  as  follows: 

"I  shall  bring  your  observations  on  the  application 
blank  to  the  Committee,  as  they  are  always  glad  of  sug¬ 
gestions  which  will  clarify  the  matter  and  make  simpler 
the  task  of  ascertaining  whether  the  candidate  is  fitted 
in  every  way  to  be  an  ambassador  of  Christ  in  a  foreign 
land. " 

Since  that  time  I  have  heard  nothing  regarding  the  result  of  this 
consideration  by  the  Committee.  Am  I  correct  in  understanding 
that  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  does  not  desire 
to  make  any  further  reply  to  the  considerations  that  I  adduced  in 
the  course  of  the  correspondence .? 

I  may  say  that  when  I  wrote  my  letter  of  April  7th, 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  which  I  referred  to  the  presence  among 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  signers  of  the 
Auburn  Affirmation,  I  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  you  yourself 
are  a  sigher  of  the  Affirmation.  That  fact  renders  even  more  in¬ 
sistent  the  objection  which  members  of  the  evangelical  party  in  the 
Church  must  raise  against  Question  3  of  Section  IV  of  the  Applica¬ 
tion  Form. 


Very  sincerelv  yours. 


Karch  28,  1929 


Candidate 

MAR  30  1929 

Filing  Dept, 


Bev.  J.  Gresham  Kachea,  D.D. , 
Bax  4,  Prinoetan,  K.J. 

My  dear  Dr.  isachen: 


■ 


' 


Your  letter  ciane  a  me  days  ago,  and  I 
had  hoped  to  see  you  and  talk  with  you  when  I  was  in  Princeton 
recently.  So  mm y  engagements  had  Been  made  for  me,  however, 
that  I  was  not  able  to  do  so.  I  have  called  at  your  room  twice, 
since  my  letter  of  last  spring,  both  times  only  to  find  you  out. 


May  I  say  that  there  has  been  a  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  whole  question  of  the  blades,  and 
naturally  all  suggestions  such  as  you  have  given  would  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  such  a  Committee.  I  did  not  realize  that  you  wanted 
a  report  on  the  matter. 

Personally,  it  seesns  to  me  that  question  3, 
under  Section  H5  of  the  application  form  states  very  clearly 
that  our  missionaries  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  have  been 
duly  ordained  and  appointed  as  messengers  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
with  the  full  approval  of  the  duly  constituted  authorities,  and 
any  new  missionaries  appointed  should  be  raen  who  can  work  in 
harmony  with  such  faithful  and  approved  workers.  When  the 
emphasis  is  nlaced  upon  the  splendid  loyalty  and  fitness  of  those 
who  have  been  appointed,  there  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  the 
difficulty  whioh  you  would  suggest. 

I  am  sorry  that  ray  letters  are  so  unsatisfactory 
to  you,  and  I  am  sure  that  there  are  raany  of  the  older  men,  such 
as  Dr.  Speer  or  Dr.  Brown,  who  could  give  you  a  much  more  satis¬ 
factory  answer. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


LSBHsIO 


Candidate  Secretary 


RECEIVED 

APR  6  1929 

Lindsay  S.  B.  Hadley 
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J.  GRESHAM  MAC  HEN 

POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS 
SOX  4,  PRINCETON,  N.  J. 


1  1929 


A. Til  5,  1929 


Candidate  Department, 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.C.A., 
lb6  Fifth  Avenue,  Hew  York,  I  .Y. 


Gentlemen: 

Will  you  he  kind  enough  to  send  me  an  extra  copy  of  the 
Candidate  Reference  Blank,  which  I  have  filled  out  a  number  of  times 
at  your  request?  I  desire  to  have  a  copy  for  my  file. 


Very 


sincerely  yours, 


/ 

/ 


/ 


Candi 
APR  1 
Filing 


April  10,  1929 


Dr.  J.  Gresham  Aachen, 

Box  4, 

Princeton,  Tew  Jersey. 

V.y  dear  Dr.  Gresienn; 

I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  deference 
Blank  which  you  have  requested. 


Very  sincerely  yo;;r$. 


Candidate  Oecrotary. 


LSBFtCAS- 

Snc.-  Reference  Blank. 


PKfciSl 


1  1929 


J.  GRESHAM  MAC  HEN 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
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April  12th ,  1929. 


Hr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Misaiona, 

Presbyterian  Churoh  in  the  U.S.A., 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  lJew  York;  City. 

My  dear  Hr.  Speer: 

Your  will  no  doubt  remember  that  in  1926  you  and  Hr. 
Marquis  were  in  correspondence  with  me  regarding  my  criticism 
of  the  Boards  of  Foreign  Missions  and  Rational  Missions.  The 
correspondence  embraced  your  letters  (signed  jointly  by  you  and 
by  Hr.  Marquis)  of  March  24,  April  8,  May  6,  June  28,  Hr.  Mar¬ 
quis'  letter  of  October  6,  and  my  letters  of  March  30,  April 
30,  May  25,  August  9,  and  October  29.  A  similar  subject  was 
dealt  with  by  Hr.  John  McDowell's  letter  of  January  13,  1927,  and 
by  my  reply  of  January  27,  1927,  which  reply,  since  it  dealt 
chiefly  with  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Hr.  McDowell  had 
my  express  permission  to  show  to  you. 

May  I  call  your  attention,  also,  to  a  correspondence 
which  I  have  had  with  the  Rev.  Lindsay  o.  B.  Hadley,  Candidate 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  --  a  correspondence 
embracing  my  letters  of  February  27,  March  7,  April  7,  1928, 
and  March  5,  1929,  and  Mr.  Hadley's  letters  of  March  1,  March 
8,  April  13,  1928,  and  March  28,  1929.  In  the  last  letter  Mr. 
Hadley  refers  me  to  you  and  to  Hr.  Brown.  Ho  doubt,  therefore, 

I  am  not  acting  contrary  to  his  wishes  when  I  bring  the  corres¬ 
pondence  to  your  attention. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  March  30,  1926,  I  mentioned  my 
intention  "to  prepare  a  statement  which  will  set  forth  more  in 
detail  my  views  on  the  subject  of  the  Boards  and  will  ground 
ray  objections  to  their  policy  more  fully  than  was  possible  in 
a  general  address." 

This  intention  I  have  been  as  yet  unable,  because  of 
the  press  of  other  duties,  to  carry  out  in  any  comprehensive 
way.  But  my  objections  to  the  policy  of  the  Foreign  Board  have 
not  become  less  but  rather  greater  than  in  19  26;  and  there  are 
certain  phases  of  the  subject  which  I  am  inclined  to  think;  that 
I  ought  immediately  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  persons  of  evan¬ 
gelical  conviction  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Accordingly,  I  am  enclosing  a  paper  which  I  have  pre¬ 
pared,  entitled  "Gan  Evangelical  Christians  Support  our  Foreign 
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POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS 
BOX  A,  PRINCETON,  N.  J. 


Board?"  You  will  understand  that  it  is  not  yet  released  for 
publication,  but  is  submitted  to  you  for  examination  and  criti¬ 
cism.  If  there  is  anything  in  what  I  have  3aid  that  is  untrue  or 
unjust,  I  am  of  course  very  anxious  to  correct  it.  I  shall  be 
extremely  grateful  for  any  assistance  that  you  may  render  to 
that  end. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


COPT 


i  .  ,.  b  SiaOiiOGXC  4L>  ■  .7 

>'«.  iSCvTOH,  3  .  J . iST 


ril  1-,, 
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9J  c  r  Ur*  Spoejfii 


I  s  sill  no  4  -At  m*ewb«-r  tent  in  3 -310  ;  ?u  •»:%.••  lr,  ..••**  _-j.o 
ith  -•<?  tfitititt  d  »••  :  j 

sad  3  t  v.''  si-r  Tha  rorr-- s^asst-os-'©  enbraarad  you:  3-  ti-ns  i-Rs- 

-4atly  ay  t.«  saj  br  §r,  R  rssis)  of  test*  £4,  i.p*il  S*  ffi  -  S,  J.m  u,  a. 

ternttia*  letter  of  October  ft,  assa  ay  letter;:  of  terea  SO,  April  50,  S*gr  •-£, 
te|9i  ft#  -SC  vrWS-r  2S*  A  siail.  r  rs^set  ass  s4t  ith  ;  .  lr.  /dm  ' 

dtoreil*  letter  of  Jsmr;,ry  15,  1C*7,  -snrt  by  W  <"*pljr  of  -Jaastry  2f,19£7, 

shicii  2fer.*ly,  iiaee  it  a«lt  cfeArfly  ith  t-te  -? r-  f  Fsmi#  i  -i  s;,  Br. 

ffeSNfll  h  d  agr  aapre  s  pffigssifptes  to  she-*,  to  yen. 

1  eali  yoa  sttantlea,  «1m»  to  &  oon-«*raoft«*e*  -Rich 
I  ted  ith  ttee  fifsf,  Lia easy  S3*  MSigr,  ‘S.sndUnte  Scor, -tar -  of  fct, 

>  of  Foreign  L-aas  -  -  a  ears  apMdcnrn  eabracinc  sy  lottery  af 
i-te;rwa*y  17,  S  rot  ?,  April  7,  3J2-S  ami  aL-r0fc  §p  i§28,  saft  Up.  itedluy* : 
letter®  =sf  =•  reh  X,  8- roll  i,  April  IS,  Iftift,  :,.  ith  3,  Itea.  3  the 
test  letter  Mr*  ftidloy  refers  »;  to  you  nr  to  Sr*  fr  >«&♦  It  «  apt-,  t>.«re- 
tat*,  1  -  n-t  eating  smtraxy  to  sis  pistes  aben  I  -rteg  it?  @orr~;  ?m>dnaeo 
to  ,  RF  •.-'  te  •- t,i  ni» 


In  w  -tetter  to  r?u.  te  »  rdi  te,  »t  I  n-sstioasG  ,i>-  Is- 
*•***»  "to  pj-G-psre  -a  ?,tat*assat  s&itth  will  set  forte  asr©  ui  detail  ry  rims# 
OB  tfc*  sn&jeet  of  tee  Boards  .^T  ’411  JTITIMmII  ns?  ||{|aittsB£  to  thoir  poli^r 
a  R  -  ?af  y  tb&n  a?  paeeifejjc  In  a  gmmml  i  idreea** 

fhi-  iatentioa  l  hr-w  &e  y  t  ••j»fcl«,  teeesfe'-s  of  tee 
:ir»  -  ‘te  .--t--  r  duties,  %  t4rj  rut  is  -’ay  msf»  Sat  f  ct- 

ject : v-aa  Ik»  th«  ixslisy  ui  te  for*! ©a  la.rd  fey.ve  art  ^  lens  bat  r»tear 
©f^'-ter  teas  in  1®28$  w.  te*ire  -re  eerteiu  lessee  :  t  -‘f  t  t  -?  I 
-*- -  to  t  im  teedteffc  tis- 1  I  at-;  •.  iof^-dl-tely  to  ria©  to  -v  sttm 
tj  a*  -  ••'•?!  -n  of  •-'  .v  :-'!i"-;?l  r  nrirU  n  in  R-  *r  -  ■  r  -  Or  .r?h, 

iseordlnsly,  1  -  a  «'«eleeMlf;  -  ->  r  -  ;o  i  i  h-.v*  or*#--  raft, 

H  te  -;  :  a-  t ;  •-  </;■•  |  ' 

'>•  it  it  ;t  y  -t  leiosBsid  :.  -,-••  rublie- tiaat,  -  is  gafeaitt  -  to 
?d5f-  fncswteatl.'*  US  sritiUids*  If  m-.-re  is  raytern?:  in  ;i«t  1  h  v,-  «-jdc 
R:  ■*  -a  tejferjc  er  =«ju.?t,  I  -a  of  e  «f  f  *«r  '.mximi-  to  omeft  it*  i  -h  11 

vth-’j  ■  ;  :  •-  -  > -  '.  r  ta  tf-t  end. 

7-i  siBsenely  ;  urs, 

{.  iijaac;)  J.  Qivski-s  S;  os®. 


eon 


i'sa-3:;;  mtiLoaiiAL  kx 

,  3  C  JTM  £7 


•  rtl  U,  1^9 


Br»  fsfcsrfc  :  * 

rhf--  T*?  3f  -  .t  ;.  •'  S  U  ■  5S 

if -  ■■£  '-5  w-risn  vfeyos  is  ifea  i.  •£», 
1S8  Fifth  S-  lark  Slip 


gy  -j;<r  to.  s§wsm 

7m  134  o&  fcrfit  rt.rn.-i>'-  r  *t  ",  1.4  '  j-  «;  me  4  ■■  'Jfer#at 

7.«Vv-  la  ;,Vf  3-  n.  4r  .-  :*••  444  '■  :  -••  ft  4  Vi  iij'-  >rita_i£.i.a:a  «t  to.  Dt  ••**!£  »?  •  -a-Vri 

4  saas  r -,m  9  tS-VSt-l  iri .  ■  7k:-  C-5TT  <£,.<ca««4tt  @l=lWi4  J-aar  IrtSfiE* 

-  I  -  ?  a  -  '  4*  '• 

to,  gjrreaS**  tell  r  Of  “  O  ”  x,  Stte  .ftp  1  :»f  i-£'i  4v,  4$SvU  A3.,g8j^  44 

iiifitl- 1  is  -  VCtabt-f  -  9*  A  :l«£l*  oilk  a-;.,''  t>  ir.  i:a 

as,--1 ■ -w.il *  -  . '  i  -?  J  ''v-  •-/  .1.*^  a,  ■  '■  I  4  4  3  -  -  -  j  '  ?# 

tfr*<th  SK&ff  if,  a-arlf  iSl’te-fte  rltk  *te  4~. oi  1  41..---  xhS,  IT. 

:  ffiLw  fill  h  a  gy  a:--  •  ,-;m  r-4  las  te  4:a  4.  -  «* 


y  Mil  ..  mr  «t*,n-¥<  s  f  tea  to  -  «.?raaEyi»s®  -fcicir 
X  fc-a-a  cl  a  4t«  tfea  R-.v»  llt&rtag  \  ”*  SMI  if,  v  ;  Mittet*  -tear  . -.ajy  a|  &£«. 

Bo  r*  sf  ror%j-lsp  -  ~  o  aor- ;  r- g-vca:  aa  !4i  ....  l-.tvsr*  of 

SMMMMto  I  f  %  Mtftofc  f#  *  tel  f,  Ito9,  a  -■  ff.  ...  f  x\  -,'1  ■ 

l*tto>rs  of  i  s  -’h  B,  ?<rtl  l?»  ;  ?  ?•  -  ••'*  rch  $»  1f£S»  !•:  Uis 

:  ■-  :i  .  .  .  'safe  -  ti  - 

.are,  I  :,a  oo,  ■ -a «->,:? t  Ml  olili a!  ahjn  I  ;  4,  U.„  -ae.  ;n  ii«s»:«i0e 

t-3  -MCE- 


fit  Sf  to*  r*n  -f  a  sm*  ,r4}  I  s®-  ss- 

*ta  •  -  ftm  I  to  i  :‘  .  4.  '  ■  '  -  II  -  i  i 

m  Sit;  -ufc.lec'fc  -if  t'-'v  p-0*rf:,,  »fH  -Ilf  (TT'  *..*>'  4k:.  O  W  4fti~  ptU^ 

;v  .  ;!  .a  -Mo  ---«»  ‘a  -  ok-a  , 

r-  ■  ■  O  ■ :".  .  0  o  m>.  -  0  -4  -  i  ; 

•' a  .'  .  s  -#  .  •  vie-f. ,  la  v-  TV  :IS±  M;  or:;;  ...  .  C'.IfT  4.  ,...  ?«i  -V,;  .  - 

i-  a  -v>  .-alley  *f  Uv-  ?o^.i,gT  'kv  m:  \  m  ot»4  .  e  4  ;  sat  4.  t 

*■  s'  k  ,ivk«<  .'!•  tfe  !•-  ?;•;•••  :  v  tf- '  ■  ]'-■  :n  t  ?;.  .  4'  j .  t  ..  .  1  a  s- 

to  7A."t  2  .-oi-At  laetMii:  44  j-  fe»  '-.nag  to  tfcr  a  ~,i 

t  i'i.a  4tia  ,|  .•  J^irt  a  4;  4.  :  ••  r-  -  -Tks  Cvi;y'i-i, 

!.  -.  ■  “ir...-:r4.v  ■  ,  or  -  £  t  :-s^ 

-  d  44;i.\  tvsagalioSiS.  Itrs  ti»»«  •Jaj.-jioH  aus  :  1  -fa  -ill 

aro  iste.tr:.  tot*  t-  It  4  a&t  yet  rs].4<  v4  ?«r  pufe-liv  -  to -^s,  ¥ut  i  niml  tMr.  v...n 
y  -.  f  '-r  ya-ofe- 4.  -n  Kj*n  ar.Uieiras*  If  4- ;  s  if  aejito  o;  a;  -4  t  1  lr,  is 
»aiS  4v:t  x  ->r  tsaja-ot,  i  •-  of  e-ww  Tf.-oy  ;  -a  te  r;e:  o-t  it, 

I  -.a  ;  '  -sxtjwswij?  rvrwteltS.  p.>r  my  e.umlxtmm  4,  t  j  m  seco  :on-o  r  to  t? 

« 


?  r.  ,  .  o-rfe  .  /  /  -’.si  . , 

(  4.gM)  J.  .  .5 sheas  V  ensa. 


COPY 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON;  NEW  JERSEY 


April  12,  1929 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer* 


You  will  no  doubt  remember  that  in  1926  you  and  Dr.  Marquis 
were  in  correspSndence  with  me  regarding  my  criticisms  of  the  Boards  of  Foreign 
Missions  and  National  Missions.  The  correspondence  embraced'  your  letters 
(signed  jointly  by  and  by  Dr.  Marquis)  of  March  24,  April  8,  May  6,  June  28, 

Dr.  Marquis1  letter  of  October  6,  and  my  letters  of  March  30,  April  50, May  25, 
August  9  and  October  29.  A  similar  subject  was  dealt  with  by  Dr.  John 
McDowell* s  letter  of  January  13,  1927,  and  by  my  reply  of  January  27,1927, 
which  reply,  since  it  dealt  chiefly  with  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Dr. 
McDowell  had  my  express  permission  to  show  to  you. 

May  I  call  your  attention  also  to  a  correspondence  which 
I  have  had  with  the  Rev*  Lindsay  S.  3.  Hadley,  Candidate  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  -  -  a  correspondence  embracing  my  letters  of 
February  27,  March  7,  April  7,  1928,  and  March  5,  1929,  and  Mr.  Hadley’s 
letters  of  March  1,  March  8,  April  13,  1928  and  March  28,  1929.  In  the 
last  letter  Mr.  Hadley  refers  me  to  you  and  to  Dr*  Brown.  No  doubt,  there¬ 
fore,  I  am  not  acting  contrary  to  his  wishes  when  I  bring  the  correspondence 
to  your  attention. 


In  my  letter  to  you  of  March  30,  1926,  I  mentioned  my  in¬ 
tention  "to  prepare  a  statement  which  will  set  forth  more  in  detail  my  views 
on  the  subject  of  the  Boards  and  will  ground  ny  objections  to  their  policy 
more  fully  than  was  possible  in  a  general  address. 

This  intention  I  have  been  as  yet  unable,  because  of  the 
press  of  other  duties,  to  carry  out  in  any  comprehensive  way.  But  my  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  policy  of  the  Foreign  Board  haee  not  become  less  but  rather 
greater  in  1926 j  and  there  are  certain  phases  of  the  subject  which  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  I  ought  immediately  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  persons 
of  evangelical  conviction  in  the  A resbyterian  Church. 

Accordingly,  I  am  enclosing  a  paper  which  I  have  prepared 
entitled  "Can  Evangelical  Christians  Support  our  Foreign  Board?"  You  will 
understand  that  it  is  not  yet  released  for  publication,  but  is  submitted  to 
you  for  examination  and  criticism.  If  there  is  anything  in  what  I  have 
said  that  is  untrue  or  unjust,  I  am  of  course  very  anxious  to  correct  it. 

I  shall  be  extremely  grateful  for  any  assistance  that  you  may  render  to  that 
end. 


Vexy  sincerely  yours, 


(Signed)  J.  Gresham  Machen 


1929 


i 


P  R 


c 


NCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


J.  GRESHAM  MACHEN 

POST  OPFECE  ADDRESS 

BOX  4,  PRINCeiON,  N,  J.  -  -<Xj  4  J 


Dr.  Robert  Ei  Speer, 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Dew  York,  K.Y. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Please  let  me  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  April  oOth, 
which  has  eom<  into  my  har  ds  to  lay.  J-  am  exceedingly  grateful  J- 
the  careful  /ay  in  which  you  have  commented  upon  my  paper,  oAn 
GELIC;.L  CHRIST  I  Al'TS  SUPPORT  OUR  FQRpIGD  BOARD? 


I  wish  that  I  could  say  that  your  letter  had  removed 
my  objections  to  the  policy  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  missions,  but 
in  point  of  fact  it  has  tended  rather  to  the  confirmation  of  those 
objections.  My  reply  in  detail  will  have  to  be  deferred  until  I 
can  give  the  considerations  adduced  in  the  letter  the  deatiled  ex¬ 
amination  which  they  certainly  deserve.  Meanwhile  I  am  deferring 
publication  of  my  paper. 

The  appeal  for  peace  in  the  Church  and  between  us, 
with  which  your  letter  closes,  seems  rather  strange  at  a  time 
tfhen  you  are  actively  engaged  in  the  attac.v  upon  the  conservative 
control  of  Princeton  Seminary  and  in  the  effort  to  subs titnte  the 
policy  favored  by  the  President  for  the  policy  which  the  institution 
is  bound  by  the  most  solemn  trust  obligations  to  maintain.  -be 
oolicy  of  tolerance  hardly  seems  to  work  both  ways.  The  conserva¬ 
tives  are  not  only  to  tolerate  in  the  Church  but  also  to  give  active 
support  to  the  message  that  you  proclaim;  while  you,  on  the  otner 
hand,  are  enga.ged  in  destroying  almost  the  last  remaining  powerful 
agency  which  the  conservatives  possess  for  the  propagation  oi  tnerr 
Faith  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  btAffilARY 
PEHCETuNj  N  :  f  JERSEY 


J.  Greshan  gacnen 

r.O.  Ac' dr  -as  -  Box  4,  Princeton,  H.J. 


?fey  4 ,  1943 . 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Tho  Board  of  Foreign  Missions^ 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. , 

156  Fifth  Avenue 

Hew  York,  N »Y . 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

?les.se  let  me  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  April  50th,  vkicL  has 

«™  *»*  -/  *-»«•»  *z  sk?o:::S 

you  have  commented  upon  ay  paper,  -  uju* 

BOARD? 

I  wish  that  I  could  say  that  your  letter  had  removed  my  objections 
to  tee  policy  of  tee  Board  of  Foreign  Mirons, 

rather  to  the  confirmation  of  those  objections.  My  rep-y  -  .  f  M .  '  :  : 
he  deferred  until  I  can  give  the  considerations  adduced  in  the  setter  thecea^ed 

t-4  „S Udjily  =«««,.  a.».bll.  I  »  «*»»*  v*um*m 

of  my  paper. 

TvP  anneal  for  peace  in  the  Church  and  between  us,  «ith  diich  your 
letter  closes,  soess 'rather  strange  at  a  tine  when  you  are  actively  engag^  ia1^ 

attack  upon  the  conservative  control  Stef  institution  is 

stitute  the  policy  favorec  oj  she  rcsioent  for  the  toil./  -  _  t  leraaoe 

bound  bv  tee  most  solemn  trust  obligations  to  maintain.  T-  P  .  y  ^  L  i; 
hardly  "seas,  to  wotfc  both  ways.  The  conservatives  «ro  e  you, 

Church  but  also  to  give  active  support  to  the  f  "J® ^Lt^^S^^erful' 

”  £  j£2  SFiSLSS  Jl£?3?  th.  prW«*b  “■*»  ^  **» 

Pres' /teriarv  Church. 

Vary  sincerely  yours. 


(Signed)  J •  Gresham  Mrchea 


COPY 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON  J'.  NEW  JERSEY 


J.  Gresham  Machen 

P'.O.  Address  -  Box  4,  Princeton,  N.J. 


May  4,  1929. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

The  Bo.'.rd  of  Foreign  Missions 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. , 

156  Fifth  Avenue 

New  York,  N.Y. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speers 

Please  let  me  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  April  50th,  which  has 

come  into  my  hands  today.  I  am  exc®^^|^[G^^UJH^gTx^c)CSUPPORT  OUR^OREIGN 
you  have  commented  upon  ray  paper,  -  CAN  EVAiIGRLIOMj  Etmio  i 

BOARD? 

zrzssssz  s?s 

examination  which  they  certainly  deserve.  Meanwhile  I  am  deferring  publics 
of  my  paper. 

lett„  cl.„„  a  - 

■sm 

bound  by  the  most  solemn  trust  obligations  to  maintain.  P  tolerate  in  the 

:S“  sft^aas  . «. 

Presbyterian  Church. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Signed)  J.  Gresham  Machen. 


COPY 


priaCSK*!  TH.dLOGIOAL  SBgSABI 
,  *  PFISCL'TONJ  N  tV  J  BhoEY 

J.  Greshaa  Kachan 

P.O.  i:  fir  :.z  -  Box  4,  Princeton,  -l.J. 


May  4,  1923. 


Cr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

the  Bo  rd  of  Foreign  Mi  a  ions 

preBbytorlma  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 

156  Fiftl  A?enue 

Ht;v  Tori,  H*Y. 


gy  rear  £r.  Speera 

Please  let  as  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  tori!  50th,  vnicn  has 

co*  i„oo  *  <£,.  tm 

you  have  eoossEri  tad  upon  raj-  paper,  o  v 

30AED? 

I  vdsh  that  I  could  say  that  your  letter  had  removed  nc'  objections 
to  the  aoliey  of  the  Bo.,rd  of  Foreign  Ilissions,  but  in  point  of  ^ct^it.has  tenosa 
rather  to  the  confirmation  of  those  flibj actions.  «y  rop^r  in  ^%ai*  - 

be  deferred  until  I  can  give  the  considerations  adduced  xn  tae 
examinatle®  nhieh  they  certainly  deserve.  Meanwhile  1  am  cox  erring  puD^atx^a 

of  sy  paper. 

-y aouv.-a  for  pc-.-ce  1  i  th?  f.Jhnreh  m&  bat.,  .-an  ua,  v.ita  wttien  your 
..  «««..  raV'>  rr  strange  at  a  time  shea  you  re  actively  engaged  in  The 

the'  conservative  control  of  Princeton  losinaiy  and  In  the  effort  to  suo- 
nolicy  favored  by  tho  ‘"resident  for  the  policy  which  tbs  ^^ttttian  i- 
'  ,ort  sole®!  trust  obligations  to  maintain.  im  policy  oi  ^srsace 
•  to  work  both  says.  The  conservatives  are  not  only  t,o  «9lerate  _n  -n- 
,-ieo  to  rive  active  support  to  the  message  that  .  •~u  pjrausinj 
’hand,  are  engaged  in  destroying  alao-t  the  last  regaining  p^erfal 
tao  conservatives  possess  for  the  proaasratlon  of  their  Faith  in  tne 
Church. 


letter  do;;., 
attack  upon 
stituts  tiis 
bound,  bj  the 
hardly  seeas 
Church  out  s 
vs  tie  other 
agency  which 
Press y teriaa 


Fcry  sincerely  you-s. 


(Signac)  J.  Greshams  Sachen 


\ 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


PRINCETO! 


S  E  Y 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS 
BOX  4,  PRINCETON,  N.  J. 


May  10,  19 E9 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  York,  H.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

As  I  said  in  my  letter  of  May  4,  I 
am  postponing  my  answer  to  your  letter  of 
April  30  until  I  can  give  it  the  careful 
examination  which  it  requires. 

There  is  one  matter  of  fact,  however, 
about  which  I  should  be  grateful  for  in¬ 
formation.  On  page  3  of  your  letter,  near 
the  bottom  of  the  page,  you  refer  to  a 
Princeton  Seminary  student  who  had  recent¬ 
ly  been  working  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Canada  and  who  was  appointed  by  your 
Board.  This  was  certainly  not  any  student 
to  whom  I  referred.  May  I  ask  who  it  was? 


DUPLICATE 


Juno  5,  1929 


Fov.  William  L.  ScEwan,  D.D. 
9 0f>  So.  Negley  Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


dear  William: 


Your  good  letter  of  May  31st  is  just  received.  I  looked  about  to 
see  you  after  the  determination  of  the  Princeton  natter  on  Monday  but  did  not  got  a 
glimpse  ox  you  again.  I  hope  you  got  safely  horns  without  too  much  discomfort  from 
the  excessive  heat. 

x  mas  sorry  to  have^to  take  part  in  ihe  discussion  but  perhaps  it  was 
just  as  sell  for  Dr.  Laird  and  me  to  speak  in  fulfilment  of  our  commission  from  the 
majority  of  the  Board. 

It  was  certainly  a  strange  proceeding  by  which  on  Monday  afternoon 
the  third  motion  was  proposer  which  excluded  any  vote  on  our  majority  report.  One 
w  uld  like  to  know  the  history  of  that  motion:  I  have  some  suspicion,  with  regard  to 
it.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  th  t  our  report  would  have  been  adopted  oven  if  the 
Asseably  had  had  an  opportunity  to  vote  upon  it.  If  six  months  ago  our  Board  of 
Directors  could  have  united  upon  it  with  substantial  unanimity  I  think  we  could  have 
purtsuao.ed  the  Irustees  and  also  tne  C ommi 1 t  - e  of  Eleven.  Axl  that  i a  past  uov,  however, 
and  one  must  believe  that  God's  will  was  different  fro:  our  endeavor, 

I  trust  that  the  now  Board  at  its  meeting  on  June  14th  as  be  led  of 

God's  spirit  and  given  wisdom  and  courage  and  love.  I  do  earnestly  wish,  however, 

that  i  mi pet  be  relieved  from  service  on  it.  X  beygged  Dr.  Thompson  not  to  include 
my  name  on  the  new  Board  list.  It  would  be  a  compensation  star  service  on  the  new 
ord  to  ee  you  iron:  time  to  time  but  I  hope  I  can  have  this  joy  without  the  duty 
of  such  further  service. 

You  aa  remember  ay  telling  you  and  Dr*  Laird  of  Dr.  Maehen's  letter 
and  paper  entitled  "Can  Evangelical  Christians  Support  our  Foreign  Bo;  rd?H  I  have 
not  shown  this  paper  or  my  reply  to  any  one  outside  of  Mrs.  Speer,  and  Dr.  Brown  and 
Mr.  Hadley  but  I  think  I  will  send  the  correspondence  to  you.  Will  you  please  re¬ 
turn  it  with  any  word  of  advice  as  to  my  future  course?  Dr.  Machen  has  acknowledged 
the  receipt  o  tin  my  reply  of  April  50th  in  a  letter  of  May  4th  of  which  also  I  en¬ 
close  a  copy.  Will  you  please  return  £.11  of  these  when  you  have  read  them  with 

your  word  of  counsel? 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


ff.S/B 


SHOULD  TO  TO  BACK  FURTHER  THAW  1915, 

IF  SO  IT  WILL  MEAN  TO I NO  THRU  THE  FILES  ON  THE 
13th  FLOOR? 


j 


-y  •?  1  -  -i  1 1 


dP.  i 


il/VLtt- 


jv;..- 


'22 


(Elfirit  ^P*eskgbttm  (Jll}urcl|. 


'  V tiO 

JUN  2  C  1529 


June  26,  1929* 


Dr*  Robert  E/VSpeer  --r-^-5 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

My  Dear  Roberts 

Coining  down  on  the  train  this  morning,  I  had  an  apportunity  to  re-read 
carefully  Dr.  Machen’s  paper  and  your  answer  to  it.  I  did  not  need  your  answer  to 
own  Reaction  to  Ms  paper  and  its  criticism  of  your  little  book.  I  had 
read  the  book  sufficiently  carefully  to  have  my  own  high  estimate  of  its  value. 

Dr.  Machen  certainly  does  not  furnish  proof  in  his  paper  for  the  opinions 
expresses.  My  own  belief  is  that  he  has  Ms  suspicions  on  other  grounds  and 
uses  them  as  he  reads  your  book.  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  fact  that  * 
Erdman  and  Dr.  Stevenson  are  members  of  the  Foreign  Board  are  the  real  cause  of 
his  attitude.  I  esteem  Dr.  Machen  most  highly  and  admire  his  scholarship  and 
his  spirit  in  dealing  with  individuals,  but  I  can  not  understand  how  a  man  of  such 
fine  fibered  nature  and  such  large  attainments  could  entertain  such  suspicion 
to  cause  Xm  to  refuse  to  believe  in  the  solemn  statements  of  such  men  as  he 

opposes* 

I  read  your  reply  more  closely  and  critically  than  I  did  his  article. 
SLE’ »  iSviSle  p.^:  JI  thin*  that  yo»  hotter  “*ot 

Z  Si. In  tM.  w  You  ■—  —.1—  rhmrltable  retrain  1. 

spiriXthan  tSflXP^Lf  paper  and  you  threaten  or 

r. 


Your  friend  truly, 


wlmjarl 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  8.  A. 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK 


Memorandum 

From 

To 

She  following  question  appeared  on  blank  is  sured  in  the  year  1915,  under 
No.  26. 

^  '*In  mission  matters  will  you  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  a  major¬ 
ity,  after  clearly  station  your  opinions?” 

In  the  new  fom  re-printed  in  1922,  the  question  read  as  follows,  under 
No.  17:- 

"Does  your  experience  justify  the  belief  that  you  can  cheerfully  accept 
and  s upport  the  decision  of  a  majority,  even  if  the  decision  is  contrary  to  your 
own  opinions?  Haxroonious  team  work  is  indispensable?' 

On  the  blank  for  ordained  men  the  question  is  the  same  as  above,  under 

No.  17. 


The  mimeograph  enclosure  was  first  added  to  the  application  in  1923 
but  was  only  enclosed  in  the  layman's  blank  and  not  in  the  blank  for  the 
ordained  men. 


J.  GRESHAM  MAC  HEN 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS 

200  SOUTH  THIRTEENTH  STREET  A-q^II  8  1933  • 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  5 


•.  "'U  v  . 

w-  '  . 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 

155  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

It  was  a  very  special  courtesy  on  your  part 
to  arrange  with  the  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company  for  sending  me 
advance  copies  of  your  book  THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.  I  have 
found  the  book  very  useful  in  my  preparation  for  next  Tuesday, 
and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  comment  on  it  in  somewhat  more  adequate 


fashion  at  a  future  time. 

Yesterday  I  sent  you  Dy  first  class  mail 

two  copies  of  my  printed  "Argument"  —  one  to  your  address  m 
Englewood  and  one  to  156  Fifth  Avenue.  No  doubt  one  or  the 
other  of  these  has  already  come  into  your  hands. 


Very 


y  ours , 


